
CONCERNING DOUBTFUL THINGS ‑‑‑ DON'T DIVIDE 
Romans 14:1‑12
Jesus Christ is Lord! About this all Christians agree. How do you express the Lordship of Christ in life? About this question, not all Christians agree. All are agreed that the things which are clearly forbidden in the great principles of Holy Scripture are forbidden for the Christian, but what about the things which are not so clearly stated?

Among the Roman Christians was a small group that felt that the way of the Christian should be one of abstinence from meat. They were vegetarians by conviction. They also felt that Christians should observe the holy days of the Jewish faith‑‑and consequently continued to do so. However most of the Roman Christians understood their Christian freedom to make them free to eat all kinds of foods, and understood every day to be the Lord's day in a special sense, and consequently felt no obligation to observe any Jewish holy days. Indeed this later group was inclined to make fun of the narrowness of the first group while the first group was inclined to be critical of the latter group.

Such problems are still with us! One group believes that the Christian woman should not wear any makeup, while another feels free for the women to wear makeup. One group believes that a certain form of recreation should not be performed by the Christian, while another group feels free to engage in this activity. One group of Christians teaches against drinking coffee or tea, while another group indulges in both. One group feels that it is sinful to eat in a church building, while another group operates a full time cafeteria in the building. One group thinks that it is wrong to play with dominoes, while another has church forty‑two parties. How do you deal with such matters?

The Apostle begins his discussion by calling for mutual love and acceptance. "Him that is weak in the faith receive ye, but not to doubtful disputations." The weak brother would be the one who had scruples about eating the meat, and about certain days. He should be gladly and openly received into the fellowship but not in order to straighten him out in his thinking. His coming into the fellowship should not be marked by argument about these doubtful things. Instead, there is a need for loving forbearance with each other in these matters. "For one believeth that he may eat all things; another, who is weak, eating herbs. Let not him that eateth despise him that eateth not; and let not him which eateth not judge him that eateth: for God hath received him." The fact that both have been received by God as sons should motivate us to toleration.

Since Christ Jesus is Lord, the primary thing in the heart of the Christian should be, "what does Jesus think of this matter?" His only obligation essentially is to Jesus Christ the Lord.

Such a view of His Lordship should keep us from being critical. The first verses of this chapter are addressed basically to the weak brother who is inclined to judge the strong brother who indulges in some of the things he feels to be wrong. In trying to help this weak brother, the Apostle helps all of us see our relationship to the Lordship of Christ in a new way. He calls our attention to some very basic things about His Lordship.

THE POWER OF THE LORDSHIP OF CHRIST
"Who are thou that judgest another man's servant? to his own master he standeth or falleth. Yea, he shall be holden up; for God is able to make him stand." Since God is the Lord and owner of the Christian, he is the only One who has the right to pass judgment on him. For any mortal to seek to condemn or judge another is to usurp the place of God. Implied in this is another important truth. Suppose you point at what you consider to be a wrong in the life of your brother, which the weak are inclined to do, could you change him? Do you have the power to make him stand or fall. Obviously not! The only One who has this kind of power is the living God Himself.

Since we do not have the power to make the brother stand or fall, we should leave everything else up to the Lord Himself. It is surely a sad mistake for us to try to play "Lord" in his life.

THE PRACTICE OF LORDSHIP OF CHRIST
You might reason that the practice of the Lordship of Christ would be universally the same‑‑but you would be wrong. The essentials of His Lordship are universally the same. Wherever He is Lord He is the Owner, and the Sovereign. These never vary. But how men understand and respond to this may vary, as well as how the Lord exercises His sovereignty in the lives of different individuals.
Under the Lordship of Christ, "One man esteemeth one day above another: another esteemeth every day alike." He that regardeth the day, regardeth it unto the Lord; and he that regardeth not the day, to the Lord he doth not regard it. He that eateth, eateth to the Lord, for he giveth thanks to God and he that eateth not, to the Lord he eateth not, and giveth thanks to God." Do you see the differences? One man comes to Christ out of a background where special stress was placed upon the observance of Jewish holy days. When he becomes a Christian, he continues to observe these days in acknowledgement of the Lordship of Christ. Another man comes to Christ, and he understands the Lordship of Christ in a broader way. He sees Jesus as the Lord of every day, and every day is an acknowledgement of the Lordship of Christ. Both of these men are practicing His Lordship though they do it in a different style.

The same is true concerning dietary laws. Out of reference to Christ, one Christian refrains from eating certain foods, while another will eat the same foods while offering thanksgiving to God for them.

Obviously there are limitations to this principle. There are some things which could not be done unto the Lord. Anything that violates a specific moral principle of God's Word could not be done unto the Lord. But these are doubtful things under discussion here.

While one Christian might refrain from playing with dominoes in acknowledgement of the Lordship of Christ, another Christian might actually experience Christian fellowship while playing with another Christian, or might even bear witness to Christ while playing. Since this is true, we must be careful in despising others because they do not practice the Lordship of Christ just like us. The basic principle is, "let every man be fully persuaded in his own mind.''

THE PLACE OF THE LORDSHIP OF CHRIST
The Lordship of Jesus Christ is the central thing in the life of the Christian.  "For none of us liveth to himself, and no man dieth to himself. For whether we live, we live unto the Lord; and whether we die, we die unto the Lord; whether we live therefore, or die, we are the Lord's. " While these verses have been used to support the idea of our inter‑dependence upon others socially and spiritually, their primary message is something else. Their primary message is that we cannot escape the Lordship of Christ ‑‑‑ it is all inclusive! Whether we live or die, we are still in the realm of His Lordship. The fundamental truth of our spiritual existence is that we are the Lord's.

Do you see the application of this to the question before us? Someone might misinterpret the truth Paul has just stated about the practice of His Lordship. They might understand Him to be saying that it is really a matter of each individual deciding for himself what is right and what is wrong. But this is not it! Rather it is a matter of each individual rightly relating Himself to the Lord Christ. The final decision belongs to the Lord to whom we belong. His Lordship is the central thing in our lives.

If the Lord has such a place in the life of His disciples, there is no place for you or I to interject ourselves as a critic or judge.

THE PRICE OF THE LORDSHIP OF CHRIST
In the plan of God Jesus has earned the right to occupy the place of Lordship in our lives. "For to this end Christ both died, and rose, and revived, that he might be Lord both of the dead and the living." The Lordship of Christ in our lives is directly related to the deed of the Cross and the empty tomb.

This has a message for anyone seeking to impose their scruples of conduct on another, trying to determine what is right or wrong for them. Unless you have nail‑prints in your hands, gained on a cross of sacrifice for them, and unless you have conquered their worst enemy‑‑‑even death, you best not try to be their Lord.
The other side of this could also be true. If someone is attempting to run your life, to determine for you your scruples, before you bow to them, you might check to see if they have nail prints in their hands.

Jesus has every right to be the Lord of your life. He gained this right at a great personal price to Himself.

Let us go back to the basic admonition with which this passage opens.  Our basic responsibility is to receive into our friendship and fellowship every person who is seeking to live under the Lordship of Christ. We must not apply tests to him concerning doubtful matters, that are matters that are more a question of individual choice and‑conscience. Our basic concern must be, "Does he acknowledge Jesus Christ as the only Lord of his life.''

This passage would remind us that the most basic thing in all of life for the Christian is the centrality of His Lordship. Instead of seeking to live by every religious code that someone may come up with, our basic concern must be to make Jesus Christ the only Lord of our lives.

